Absolute band counts in febrile infants: know your laboratory.
It was the impression of 1 of the authors that band counts in febrile infants < or =60 days of age were much higher as reported from the clinical laboratory at Children's Hospital Medical Center of Akron, Ohio, than they had been at Strong Memorial Hospital in Rochester, New York. Absolute band counts (ABC) from 119 febrile infants < or =60 days of age seen in the emergency department of Children's Hospital Medical Center of Akron for whom blood culture results were known were obtained retrospectively and compared with results from a prospective study conducted in Rochester. In Akron, 45% of the infants had elevated band counts and 16% had no other risk factor for serious bacterial infection compared with 5.9% and 1.4%, respectively, in Rochester. The ABC can vary widely from laboratory to laboratory. The clinician must use caution when using the ABC as a criterion for identifying infants at low risk for serious bacterial infection.